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It started with an e-mail from the UUSC in which they offered to send
materials, samples of which you see here about Darfur: “Tents of Hope”
which provides key facts and actions steps and a postcard you can sign
and return to me to be submitted en mass to the chairman of the Human
Rights Subcommittee of the Foreign Relations Committee. There is also an
information sheet called “Drumbeat for Darfur: Connect, take action, end
the genocide.” | hope you will take one of each of these from the East
Room table before you leave today.

When | received the e-mail from the UUSC, | thought maybe | was
supposed to talk today about the ongoing genocide in Darfur. | talked
about this in the past, and it is remarkable that it has continued to go on for
so long, despite an international commitment after the Holocaust to “never
let it happen again.” Once what was occurring in Darfur was called what it
is, “genocide”, | really thought it would be brought to a peaceful end.
There have been peace talks, U.N. sponsored sanctions against arms
sales, divestment of funds, and commitments to fund and send
peacekeepers. But armaments are still being sold to Darfur, and the
violence persists. We need to continue to push for peace in this region.
The UUSC is spearheading an effort to keep the pressure on, and we can
all help with that effort.

As | contemplated what message the congregation needed to hear
this morning, | realized that, large and important as the genocide in Darfur
is, it is symptomatic of an issue which is even larger. Sometimes issues
like the genocide in Darfur seem so far away, so big, and so intractable,
that we wonder what we can really do to make a difference. The UUSC
tries to help us get a handle on it, by outlining steps we can take, and
making it relatively easy for us to take those steps. But there are so many
issues of concern these days, from the economic meltdown, to the lack of
affordable health care, foreboding environmental crises, the rising costs of



seemingly everything, the loss of jobs, and the lead up to the presidential
election. The list, even while incomplete, can be overwhelming.

And then, in the midst of this, we had a big rummage sale here
yesterday. So, | thought | would broaden my topic and talk about:
“Transforming Our Trash Into Treasure: Working together to put our values
into action.”

As many of you know, my family moved last November from Parish to
Central Square. It has been great to live in the Village of Central Square,
so close to the church and my husband’s school, and other amenities. We
are ten minutes closer to almost everything than we were in Parish. The
snow is more manageable, and the house is more accessible. What many
of you may not know, is that we are still moving. Yes, we still own the
house in Parish, and we are still clearing stuff out of it, and will need to fix it
up before selling it. All this connects to the church rummage sale.

As | have been sorting things in Parish, | have had a recycling bin, a
trash bin, a box for the rummage sale, and a box of things to save for my
family’s use. The goal has been to put as much as possible into the first
three containers, and save as little as possible. Easier said than done.
Sometimes | would come across something which | hadn’t seen in a long
time, but which | once treasured. There were some things which were still
in mint condition, never having been used. | needed to decide whether |
would treasure such things again myself, or pass them on. The outfit | am
wearing today is one such item. First| had put it in our yard sale, then |
tried to give it to a friend, thinking it would suit her. When she saw it, she
recognized the make and loved it, but it wasn’t her size; she convinced me
to keep it and have the pants altered so that | could wear them. I’'m so
glad it turned out this way, rather than selling it for much less than it was
worth at a yard sale. If | had followed the simple rule of “If | haven’t worn it
in the past year, just get rid of it” then | would have gotten rid of it. But
life is complicated, and requires subtlety rather than simple rules. But
many things | have just had to let go of and pass on.

Sorting stuff has been a good exercise, and something worth
reflecting upon. It can influence our ongoing relationship with things, with
their acquisition, and their retention. Now | am unlikely to buy anything
unless | have a clear idea of how | am going to use it and where it is going
to be put in my house. | remember the words of one man who came to a



yard sale years ago. He said, “| don’t see anything | can't live without.”
Words that have been helpful to me, but not a sentiment we wanted to
share with those who shopped at our rummage sale yesterday. As Janie



